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Values of normal and apocalyptic society
in english internet news discourse

The article focuses on the description of categorization ofvalues of normal and
apocalyptic society in terms of the Vantage theory, which is demonstrated by the
dominant and recessive vantages. The dominant vantage of normal society
comprises focal features ESTABLISHED STANDARD, ACCEPTABLE
BEHAVIOUR, and TYPICAL PROCEDURE in the spheres of security, economy,
partnership, and success. Constructions in the recessive vantage represent values
enhancement in the spheres of business and economy. The dominant vantage of
apocalyptic society comprises the focal features DESTRUCTION, DISASTER,
DEATH, and DAMAGE in the sphere of environment, while the recessive vantage
is demonstrated by the constructions which denote maintaining the integrity or
threat removal. The article proves that modern society is reconstructed with evident
apocalyptic tendencies.
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Considering the immense technological development, Internet news
discourse has become a great source of people’s knowledge about the
world [1, p. 1-3], which surrounds them, and clearly the society, which
people live within. Internet news discourse is viewed as reality
constructed by communication media, which mediate the process of
production, preservation, distribution, and usage of information of social
value [10, p. 7-8]. Nowadays, journalists often appeal to the apocalyptic
motives while writing news. Such motives have become most noticeable
in media discourse [9, p. 112]. For this reason, studying apocalyptic
tendencies in society representation is becoming in creasingly important
in modern discourse studying.

A lot of research has been dedicated to the description of culture-
specific concepts: MULTICLTURALISM, DEMOCRACY, BUSINESS
[Benosa 2008]; RECESSION [bapaH 2015]; TERRORISM PKynaBscbka
2011]. As far as research into the description of society is concerned,
there is not much attention given to the analysis of social values in the
Internet news discourse. Peculiarities of categorization are revealed
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through the usage of linguistic units, constructions in particular. They are
fixed pairings of form and function and are stored and entrenched in
mind in a ready-made form [4, p. 200].

Regarding the social tendencies of wars, catastrophes, and natural
disasters, there are distinguished two categories: normal and apocalyptic
society. Ways of describing categories seem disputable. Categories
appear to be fuzzy in nature and some members of one category may
enter another [2, p. 253]. Dynamic representation of the categories can be
demonstrated by quite a new linguistic approach — the Vantage theory,
which has been applied to explain the shift of normal society to the
apocalypticone. Suggested by the American linguist Robert MacLaury, the
VT describes the process of constructing a category on two levels. On the
first level, we select the focus of a category and the inherently mobile
similarities to the focus (S). Similarities are other stimuli that are perceived
as similar to the focus. They expand range as long as they are not
considered different from the focus. Then, on the second level, similarities
are fixated, allowing for new information to be added. That new
information is the attention to differences (D). Once differences become
more prominent, the category receives its margin. So, the category is
viewed as two vantages, called dominant and recessive. The dominant
vantage starts with the focus and the stronger attention to similarity. In the
recessive vantage, differences are foregrounded [3, p. 24-25]. Using this
approach we have analysed the constructions which appeal to values of
apocalyptic and normal societies.

Dictionary definitions of the adjective 'normal’ has shown that the
focal features of the normal society category are ESTABLISHED
STANDARD, ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR, and TYPICAL PROCEDURE
[5: e-ref; 7: e-ref; 8: e-ref]. Values, which guide human actions, estimate
the degree to what something or someone is important or useful [7: e-ref].
Values of normal society selected in the news stories from the English
web site 'BBC-News'’ [6: e-ref] are represented by the constructions
denoting safety, economy, partnership, and success.

Safety valuesmay be conveyedthrough constructions
denotingpassenger safety, for example: ’Your safety is our number 1
priority’ [BBC-News 05.09.2016]. In the cited example passenger safety is
of great importance which is reflected by the noun ’priority’(meaning
something that is more important than other things [8: e-ref]) and
intensified by the construction ‘'number 1’ implying one that is first in rank,
importance, or influence [ibid.].

In the second group, economy VALUES, constructions appeal to the
focal feature TYPICAL PROCEDURE and denote commercial activity:
support economic growth, support for private business, boost theeconomy.
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In the example 't is of great importance that the UK and the EU maintain
market integrity and remain attractive destinations for businesses’ [BBC-
News 04.09.2016] the construction 'maintain market integrity in the
meaning fo preserve or support market economy [8:e-ref] denotes
financial security as one of the values of the society, while the construction
'be of great importance’ proves the significance of economy for the society
[5: e-ref].

VALUES of partnership are expressed by constructions denoting
participation in negotiations: hold face-to-face talks, have a one-to-one
meeting, attend meeting, talks with other world leaders. These
constructions represent TYPICAL PROCEDURE. For example: ’[...] this
is an important moment in the relationship between the UK and Iran’
[BBC-News 06.09.2016]. In the example above partnership between two
countries is expressed by the constructions 'relationship between the UK
and Iran’. The construction ‘an important moment stresses the worth of
the relations between countries [7: e-ref].

VALUES of success are demonstrated by nouns ’achievement,
'success’, 'hero’, 'star expressing reputation, in constructions with verbs
’honour’, 'mark’ denoting respect. The constructions appeal to the focal
feature ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR. For example: ’[...] the best way to
mark their [Olympians’] achievements would be to invest in cycling’
[BBC-New 01.09.2016]. In the given example the verb 'mark’ in the
meaning to decide and show thevalue or quality of [8: e-ref] emphasises
the importance of sporting performance.

The recessive vantage is represented by the linguistic units which
modify the focal features of the category. The constructions were analysed
contextually. Normal values in the recessive vantage are represented by
the constructions from the spheres of business, denoting business
behaviour: corporate governance, working practices, general culture, and
economy, appealing to society services: the National Health Service,
customerandpublic services. But the context moves them farther from the
focus, because the constructions express enhancement. Such verbs as
develop, improve, promote, together with the modal verb should which are
used in the context, imply that the values should be enhanced, since now
they are not useful for a society [8: e-ref]. These constructions modify the
focal feature ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR. For example: °[...]
improveboth corporate governance and working practices at the company’
[BBC-News 06.09.2016]. In the example the verb ’improve’enchances the
value of corporate governanceand working practices and at the same time
indicates that their quality should be better for a society [5: e-ref].

As for the category of apocalyptic society it comprises the following
focal features due to dictionary definitions: DESTRUCTION, DISASTER,
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DEATH and DAMAGE [5: e-ref; 7: e-ref; 8: e-ref]. Though only few
evidences of apocalyptic values were introduced the apocalyptic feature
of DAMAGE is represented in the modern society description. The
analysed constructions represent the sphere of environment and denote
harmful impact on it and its pollution: damage to theenvironment,
impacts of microplastic pollution, irreversible impact, plastic pollution,
microplastic pollution,ecological risk.The issue maybe illustrated by the
example: 'Most people would be dismayed to know the face scrub or
foothpaste they use was causing irreversible damage to theenvironment
[BBC-News 04.09.2016]. In the cited example the noun 'damage’ which
is used in the construction with the verb ’cause’ explicitly indicates the
focal feature: the natural world people live in is being affected badly.
Moreover, the adjective ’irreversible’ intensifies the damage caused to
the environment, pointing out that it is impossible to change back to a
previous condition [8: e-ref].

Constructions in the recessive vantage represent values which are
connected with confidence in government, economic security, integrity of
armed forces, and environment protection. But contextually they are
detached from the focus of the apocalyptic category, since they denote
threat removal or maintaining the integrity.

DESTRUCTION in service sector may be demonstrated by nouns
denoting interruption of work 'disruption’, 'strike’, 'faulf, while constructions
‘achieve rapid improvement, 'get to grips’, the nouns enter, express
removing of threats, for instance 'The government action comes after
months of disruption, strikes and a reduced service on rail routes in south
London, Surrey, Sussex and Kent. Transport Secretary Chris Grayling
said the board would explore how to achieve rapid improvement for the
public [BBC-News 01.09.2016]. On the one hand, the constructions
‘'months of disruption, strikes'and’a reduced service’convey hindrance to
work of railway services [8:e-ref], that refers to the focal feature
DESTRUCTION. On the other hand, the construction ’achieve rapid
improvement underscores specific features of the issue: politicians’ plans
must be tackled. It is heightened by the noun ’improvement in the
meaning to enhance in value or quality [ibid].

Analysing the lexical units which appeal to the semantic feature
DAMAGE to the environment constructions denoting subduing of harm
were singled out: save theenvironment, tackle the problem,
cutgasemissions, as in the example ’[...] thegovernment needed to
step in to protect the environment as soon as is practicable’ [BBC-
News 04.09.2016]. The environment as one of the priorities of a society
turns out to undergo damage since the verb ’'protect corroborates this
tendency by the semes ’exposure’, ’injury’, ’damage’, and ’harm’ in its
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meaning [7: e-ref] Though it is absolutely normal for a society to maintain
the integrity of the surroundings it lives within, what is proved by the
secondary definition of the verb 'protect [8: e-ref]. Moreover, the verb
‘'need expresses necessity to protect the environment, intensifying its
value for the society [ibid.]. This detaches the linguistic units from the
focus of the apocalyptic category.

DAMAGE on the economic level may be expressed by constructions
denoting warmning: risk faced by companies, concernsabouttheimpact,
recessionfears, cushiontheeconomy, for example, 'He told a committee of
MPs therisk 'has gone down’ thanks fo its timely, comprehensive and
concrete’ action to ‘support and cushion [..] theeconomy’ [BBC-
News 07.09.2016]. Though the noun ’risk appeals to the semantic
feature DAMAGE, implying losses or injuries for the economy [8: e-ref],
the phrasal verb ’go dowr’ in the form of the Present Perfect Tense
indicates the decrease of the risk. The verb ’cushion’, on the one hand,
refers to the focal feature by the semes ’hurt, 'damaged, and
‘unpleasant in the definition [ibid.]. On the other hand, it implies normal
process of mitigating the economy damages [ibid.]. The phrasal verb 'go
down’ in the perfect form detaches the noun ’risk’ from the focus of the
apocalyptic category to its margin.

The semantic feature DISASTER may be represented by linguistic
units denoting defence: thearmedforces, Biritain’sairdefence, protect the
community, as in the example 'Our commitment to protect and
increasethe budget for our armed forces means that every penny of that
will be reinvested into defence, helping to keep Britain safe’ [BBC-News
06.09.2016]. The verb ’protect implicates threatened situation through
its meaning [8: e-ref], as well as the noun ’defence’ alludes to the
eventual attack [ibid.]. On the one hand, the linguistic units appeal to the
focal feature DISASTER implying potential hazardous situation, but on
the other hand, they evade to the category margin: since the noun
‘defence’ comprises the seme ’protectin its definition [8: e-ref], and the
verb ’profect in its turn involves maintaining the integrity [ibid.] of the
country, the linguistic units are detached from the apocalyptic category’s
focus. Besides, the adjective ’safe’ corroborates the point. Though it
appeals to DISASTER through the semes 'dangerand ’threat [ibid.], it
evades from the focus implying avoiding threats [ibid.].

As was stated previously, in the recessive vantages of both
categories we may observe constructions which move farther from the
focus of the category to its margins.The recessive vantage of the normal
category explains the shift from normal to apocalyptic society. In the
recessive vantage of apocalyptic society the movement is inverse: from
apocalyptic to normal. Hence, the coordinates of both categories move
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towards each other. The quantitative analysis has shown that the
number of spheres (5) which represent normal society exceeds the
number of apocalyptic spheres (4). But the number of constructions (28)
belonging to apocalyptic society prevails over those representing normal
society (18). The following conclusion may be drawn: the apocalyptic
tendencies are evident in the reconstruction of modern society in the
English Internet discourse.

There are two perspectives for further research: the study of
reconstruction of society in the types of discourse other than Internet-
news discourse and describing other societal features other than those
which have been studied.
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M. I". MaBneHko
MaricTpaHTka dakynbTeTy iHO3eMHUX MOB
HixxmHcekoro agepxasHoro yHiepeuteTy iMmeHi Mukonu orons

NinrBanbHa penpeseHTauifl LiHHOCTEN B aHINTOMOBHOMY iHTEPHET-AUCKYPCi HOBUH 3
TOYKM 30pYy Teopii NoGyAoBU NepcneKkTus

Cmammsi npucesideHa orucosi ocobrueocmeli kamezopu3auii yiHHocmel HopMasibHO20
ma arokasninmu4Ho20 CycCrifi.cmea i3 8UKopucmaHHsIM meopii nobydosu rnepcrekmus, sika
npedcmasrieHa OCHOBHOW ma OpyeopsiOHoto rnepcriekmusamu. OCHO8Ha repcriekmusa
HOPManbHO20 Cycrinbemea ekmodae ¢hokasnbHi osHaku BCTAHOB/IEHWMWA CTAHOAPT,
MPUMHSITHA MOBELIHKA, 3BUYAVHUA MPOLIEC y cghepax ocobucmoi 6earneku, exo-
HOMIKU, napmHepcmea ma ycnixy. KoHempykuil, wo Hanexams 00 Opy20psiOHOI nepcriek-
musu, no3Ha4yaltomb MOCUMEHHSI 3Ha4YeHHs1 uiHHocmel y cgpepi bisHeCy ma eKOHOMIKU.
OcHosHa nepcriekmusa aroKasninmu4yHo2o Cycrifibcmea pernpe3eHmosaHa ghboKanbHUMU
o3Hakamu JECTPYKUIA, SATPO3A, CMEPTB ma LLIKOA y ekornoeidHit cghepi, 8 mol
yac sk 0o Opy2opsA0HOI nepcriekmusu 8xo0simb KOHCMPYKUII, 5IKi 8Ka3ytomb Ha 36epexeH-
HS1 yinicHocmi abo ycyHeHHs1 nepewkodu. [JoeedeHo, Wo cydacHe Cycrinibcmeo 306paxy-
€MbCS 3 BUPAKEHUMU aroKaninmu4yHUMU meHOeHUisIMU.

Knroyoei cnoea: iHmepHem-OUCKYpC HOBUH, HOpMasibHe CyCriiflbcmeo, aroKarinmuyHe
Ccycrinbeecmeo, UiHHoCmi, meopisi mobydosu rnepcrexkmus.

M. I'. MaBneHko
MarucTpaHTka pakynbTeTa MHOCTPaHHbIX SI3bIKOB
HeXXnHcKoro rocy4apCTBEHHOTO YHMBEpCUTeTa MMeHn Hukonas Foronsi

JluHrBanbHas penpe3eHTauus LieHHOCTel B aHrNoA3bIYHOM UHTepHeT-ANCKypce
HOBOCTel B TepMuUHax Teopuu nepcneKkTue

Cmambsi riocesieHa onucaHuo ocobeHHocmel Kameaopu3ayuu UeHHoOCmel HopMaribHO20
U anokanunmu4yeckozo obujecmea coaniacHo meopuu repcriekmus, Komopasi npedcmas-
JieHa ocHosHoU u emopocmerieHHou nepcriekmusamu. OCHo8Hasi nepcriekmuea Hopmarib-
Ho20 obujecmea cocmoum U3 GbokanbHbix xapakmepucmuk YCTAHOBJIEHHBIV
CTAHOAPT, IMPUEMITEMOE NMOBELEHME, OBbIYHBIN MPOLIECC & cehepax nuyHoll
6e3onacHocmu, 3KOHOMUKU, rapmHepcmea u ycriexa. KoHcmpyKuyuu, Komopbie 0OmHocsim-
cs1 K emopocmeneHHoU nepcriekmuse, 0603Hayarom MosbILEHUE 3HaYeHuUe yeHHocmel 8
cebepax 6usHeca u skoHomMuku. OCHOBHasi nepcrekmuea arnokanunmu4yeckozo obujecmsa
npedcmasrneHa ¢hbokanbHbIMU KomrnoHeHmamu LECTPYKUUA, YIPO3A, CMEPTb u
BPE/] e cgpepe akonoauu. K emopocmeneHHoU nepcriekmuge 0OmHoCcsimcesi KOHCmpyKyuu,
KOmopble yKa3blealom Ha COXpaHeHue uerocmHocmu fubo ycmpaHeHue oracHocmu.
[JokasaHo, 4mo cospemeHHoe obujecmso npedcmasiieHo C SPKO BbiPaXXeHHbIMU arioka-
niunmu4ecKkumu meHdeHuw?MU.

Knroyeenie cnoea: uHmepHem-0uCKypc Hogocmel, HopMasibHoe 0buecmeo, arnokanur-
muuyeckoe obuecmso, YeHHOCmU, meopusi epcreKkmus.



